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851 polls, $85,100 00
Real estate, 1,758,902 00
434 horses, 34,793 00
59 oxen, 3,006 00
38 1 cows, 10,110 00
108 other neat stock, i,757 00
134 sheep, 566 00
7 hogs, 84 00
99 carriages, 8,762 00
Stock in public funds, 97,424 00
Stock in banks, etc., 80,750 00
Stock in corporations out of State, 11,100 00
Money on hand, at interest, etc., 69,826 00
Stock in trade, 111,070 00





State tax, ^6,6 lo oo
County tax, 5,886 oo
Schools by law, 4,627 00
Schools additional, 2,000 00
Payment town bonds, 4,000 00
Interest on town debt, 1,025 0°
Hydrant subsidy, 2,000 00
Fire Department, 2,500 00
Highways, bridges and sidewalks, 5,000 00
Support of poor, 600 00
Town Library, 500 00
Decorating graves of Union Soldiers, 100 00
Lighting streets, 1,100 00
Drinking trough. 100 00
Police and constables, 800 00
Town debt, 2,500 00
Miscellaneous, 1,500 00
Stone Crusher, 3,500 00





March 16, received for guide boards, $10 00
April 13, on note, 800 00
20, received from County of Rockingham
(support of poor), 326 85
June 13, received on note, 1,000 00
29, " from showman's Ucense, 5 00
30, " on note, i ,000 00
July 2, " from sale of Union hand
engine, 300 00
Oct. 20, received from C. F. Folsom, edge
stones, 24 00
Nov. 27, received for sale of stove, 1887, i 50
Dec. I, " from insurance tax, 47 25
" railroad tax, 2,816 75
" savings bank tax, 2,806 34
" literary fund, 388 80
4, " sidewalk (Faulhaber) t,S 40
10, '•' for cleaning vault at shoe
factory, 20 00
17, '•' for extra interest, 13 46
1889.
Jan. 28, " from County of Rocking-
ham, support of poor, ij255 79
29, received from sidewalk (G. A.
Wentworth) 93 50
Feb. I, received from County, coal for
Court House, 77 35
received from Brown & Warren, 28 70
'' John S. Hayes, dirt
sold, 1 28 50
Feb. I, received from H. A. Shute, fines, $97 oo
" sev/er assessments, 48 00
March 2, received from use of Town Hall, 291 57
$11,318 76
CR.
By receipts from Town Treasurer, $11,318 76
GEO. W. WESTON, ) Selectmen
GEO. A. CARLISLE, - of
LEONARD F. SMFFH, ) Exeter.
AUDITORS' REPORT,
We, the undersigned, have this day examined the accounts of the
Selectmen, as exhibited to us by them, and find them well vouched
and correctly cast.
WILLIAM H. FELLOWES, ] . ,.
S. ROSWELL PEAVEY, ^ ^i/'^i^ofs.
Treasurer's Report.
DR.
Total taxes for the year 1888, excepting
dog tax, $46,465 22,
Dog tax, 1888, 290 00
Outstanding taxes, 1886, 90 51
1887, 2,151 43
Cash received through Selectmen, ii,3iS 76
Cash on hand March ist, 1888, 765 7,^
OR.
Paid orders of Selectmen,
note for borrowed money,
interest,




" 1888, excepting dog tax.
Outstanding dog tax, 1888,
Abatements of taxes, 1886,
1887,
" dog taxes, 1887,
1888,
" other taxes, "
Cash on hand, INIarch ist, 1889,
Expenditures in Detail.
Paid Town bonds maturing March i, i88S,
Balance appropriation,
Paid Town bonds maturing March i, 1889, $2,800 00










Paid Exeter Gas Light Co., Si.iSo 30
Appropriation, 5i,ioo 00
From contingent fund, 80 30
$1,180 30
MOSES N. COLLINS POST, G. A. R.
Paid for decorating soldiers' graves, $100 00
Appropriation, 100 00
STATE TAX.
Paid Solon A. Carter, State Treasurer, $6,610 00
Appropriation, 6,610 00
COUNTY TAX.
Paid Thomas E. Call, Jr., County Treasurer, ^5,886 00
Appropriation, 5,886 00
EXETER WATER WORKS.
Paid for hydrant service, $2,023 33
'•' supply for tank in Town Hall, 34 88
" " fountain on the Square. 100 00
$2,158 21
Appropriation, $2,100 00
From contingent fund, 58 21
>2,i58 21
BOARD OF HEALTH.
Paid John H. Brown, Health Officer. $125 50
John G. Atherton, " 85 00
George W. Furnald, " 10 00
lO
Paid John H. Brown, for help and necessaries
in the McNamee case,
C. H. Calkins, burying dead animals,
Watchmen during sickness of Manix
family,
For cleaning vault at shoe shop,
John Templeton, printing,





Paid Exeter Gas Light Co.,
Exeter Coal Co.,
S. M. Towle, trucking,
Charles Larrabee, clearing hydrants,
Boston & Maine R. R. Co., freight,
' " rent of land
for engine house,
Perkins & Co., freight.
Brown & Warren, labor and material,
Exeter Machine Works, repairs Union,
Eagle,
L. B. Purinton, " Pioneer,
G. W. Green, repairing hose carriage,
F. F. Batchelder, repairing harness,









Paid George I-. Sanborn, Surveyor,
Joseph F. Clark, "
B. W. Dow,
C. N. Colbath,
Joseph G. Haines, "
John F. Towle, "
John S. Pike,





S. M. Towle, team work,
L. B. Smith & Son, lumber,
Carlisle & Wadleigh, lumber,
C. W. Barker,
Albert N. Dow,
Stetson, Mosely «ScCo., "
Samuel Holmes, "
Exeter Machine Works, labor and material,
Dodge, Haley & Co., bridge bolts,
John M. Clark, planing bridge timber,
Nathaniel Gordon, building fence at Little
River bridge,
S. A. Brown, rent lumber yard,
Selectmen of Brentwood, repairs on bridge
at "Pickpocket,"
George W. Munsey, team work,
Brown & Warren, bridge repairs,
James I. Watson, bridge painting,
C. H. Gray, edgestones, and labor,
J. R. Staples,
James W. Brown, setting edgestones,
J. A. Batchelder, building cess pools,
George W. Wiggin, brick.
Weeks & Staples, mason work,
N. T. Batchelder,
Exeter Coal Co., cement, 22 So
Asa B. Lamson, gravel, 8 00
$316
13
Paid Exeter Machine Works, cinders,
Eben Folsom & Co., "
Flora L. Buxton, gravel,
S. E. Brown, street sprinkling,
C. H. Gray, use of derrick and labor,
Charles Lane, sharpening tools, etc.,
G. W. Green,
Charles Gove, breaking roads,
Charles Flood,
John Johnston, shoveling snow.
Brown & Warren, freight on lumber,
William Burlingame, brick sidewalk,
A. J. Fogg, blacksmith work,
J. M. Towle, shoveling snow,
Charles H. Towle, labor,















Paid S. C. Forsaith Machine Co.
Boston & Maine R. R. Co., freight,
George L. Sanborn, lease of pasture,
Jacob Carlisle, lumber and labor,
315
H
Paid Eben Folsom & Co., material and labor,
Brown & Warren, '"
Selectmen, for laborers,
Exeter Coal Co.,
W. S. Beardsley, engineer,
S. M. Towle, moving machinery,
G. Weston Leavitt, team at crusher,
Bay State Compound Co., packing, &c.
C. H. Gray, drills and sharpening,
George Ellison, wrench,
Balance to contingent fund.
Appropriation,
POLICE AND CONSTABLES.
Paid Henry A. Shute, Police Judge,
Charles H. Knight, justice fees,
Edmund Thurston, Police Officer,
James Bruce, '' 1887,
18S8,
" for 24 special officers
June 7, 1888,
Jefferson Maxwell, Police Officer,
J. W. Tilton. Police Officer,
Horace B. Cobbs, Special Police,
G. B. Rollins,
O. R. Drew,
D. A. Mountain, detective, June 7, 1S88,
D. A. Shaw, Constable,
C. K. Fifield,
A. J. Sanborn, Deputy Sheriff,
J. Warren Towle, attorney fees,
D. S. Mace, witness,
John Templeton, printing,
W. H. C. Follansby, comforters,
Mayers & Son, bla,nkets.
$40
Paid O. A. Fleming, mattresses,






Paid Eben Folsom & Co., labor and material,
Exeter Machine Works, "
Weeks & Staples, "
Brown & Warren, "
A. J. Fogg,
Exeter Coal Co., lime and cement,
George W. Wiggin, brick,
Exeter Gas Light Co., piping,
From contingent fund.
SEWER.
Paid Kelly & Gardner, sewer pipe.
Brown & Warren, laying sewer on Lin-
coln and Front streets,
Arthur W. Dudley, engineer,
George W. Munsey, teaming,
F. H. Lamson, use of lanterns,
John Flanigan, labor,










Paid Lorenzo Nealey, coal,* $238 00
Exeter Coal Co., "
H. G. Whittier, charcoal,
Exeter Gas Light Co.,
Lorenzo Nealey, cleaning cellar,
Woodbury Berry, '• hallway,
A. Bruce, cutting grass,
J. G. Lord,
A. B. Conner, labor, etc.,
"
janitor,
Edmund Thurston, cleaning cellar, 8 50
Received for use of Hall, $291 57
" from county, 77 35




J. W. Watson, wood,
C. W. Barker, wood,
O. A. Fleming, undertaker.
Dr. W. B. Mack,
Dr. L. Chesley,
Dr. Robert Mason,
Mrs. A. D. Scott,
Miss Rhoda Ellis,




E. H. Swain, board C. H. Batchelder,
F. J. Peissig, "
"
" board of Harry Redman,
S. Cram, board of Levi Cram,
Daniel W. Robinson, rent,
Louis Ritchie, board Gideon Carter,
Edward Weeks, board G. M. Weeks,
E. S. Durgin, care of C, McNamee,
Levi G. Towle, board and medicine
for C. E. Densmore,
John L. Rose, board Albert Taylor,
George F. Haynes, board of tramp,
Jerry Flynn, board of pauper,
John Ford, milk for Manix family,
James Bruce, conveying paupers to County
Farm, 3 50
J. P. Elkins, 12 73
Overseers, 150 00
Insane Asylum, 120 00




Paid Auditors, S i 2 00
Truant Officer,
, 40 00





School Roard, 150 00
James ^^'. Odlin, Coroner. 13 4^
Brown & \\'arren, 1 40 9
1
Jacob Carlisle, hardware, 1 24 69
Getchell & Taylor, 34 i 7
Murdock <S: Bartlett, 75
Kelly & Gardner, i 30 74
H. A. Shute, legal advice, 15 00
Marston & Eastman, 67 00
J. Warren Towle, services and expenses
to Uanvers in J. (.1. C. Lord case,
J. D. P. \\'ingate, |)rinting,
John Templeton.
A. J. Hoyt,
George Dow, watering trough, two years.
George Green, blacksmith work,
John Johnston, ringing town bell and wim
ing clock,
I). AL Quimby, care Town Clock, 1887,
D. M. Quimby, care 'J own Clock, 1S88.
State Industrial School.
Insurance,
(i. U'eston Leavitt, refreshments for
election officers,
D. F. (dover, damage on highway,
W. M. Veasey. "
C. 1). Towle,
H. F. Church, " " 20 00
Boston & Maine Railroad Co., freight, i 30
Perkins & Co., 7 50
.Arthur AV. Dudley, Civil Engineer. 10 00
18
19
'aid J. H. Batchelder, stationery, $5 12
^\'illiam Hunnewell, postage, i 00
John Flanigan, labor, old cemetery, 67 00
C. F. Greely, " " 66 79
Weeks & Staples, " •' 51 41
William Flanigan, filling tank, Town Hall, 10 00
W. J. Bruce,
" " 10 00
C. G. Conner, Tax Book, 2 25
Solon A. Carter, list railroad stock holders, 3 00
A. Nicholson, loan of police uniforms, 15 50
James I. Watson, painting, 7 50
Boston Safe Deposit Co., rent of safe, 10 00
Dr. \V. (r. Perry, registering births and
deaths, 13 75
Dr. W. B. iMack, registering births and
deaths,
Dr. L. Chesley, registering births and
deaths,
C. H. Stackpole, watering trough, 3 i-
years,
George F. Haynes,
C. H. Calkins, repairing roof Town Hall,
Exeter Water Works, piping Town Hall,
(rilbert Rollins, repairing guide board.









Balance on hand, March i, iS8S, ^^52 00
Received from Collectors, for 1S87 and 1888,
tax, 200 00
CR.












Cash received from various sources, as per
Selectmen's report, $11,318 76
received from tax collectors, 42,015 21
on hand March i, 1888, 765 36
»^54.099 33
CR.
Paid Town bonds maturing March i, iSSS, S200 00
" " " " I, 1889. 2,800 00
Coupons, 776 00
Note for borrowed money, 1,000 00
Interest, 200 00
Support of Schools, 7.015 80
Town Library, 534 25
Street Lighting, 1,180 30
Moses N.Collins Post, (t. A. R., 100 00
State Tax, 6.610 00
County Tax, 5,886 00
Exeter Water Works. 2,158 21
Board of Health, 434 96
Fire Department, 3450 29
Highways, Bridges and Sidewalks, 7.08/ 21
Stone Crusher, 2,931 78
Police and Constables, 1,129 99
Police Station. 630 96
Sewer, 2,008 94
Town Hall, 648 22
Support of Poor. 2,024 S6
Miscellaneous, 3.120 27
Damage by dogs, 159 90
Cash on hand Marcli i, 1S89, 2,011 39
^54>099 33
S. S. THYNG, Tinv)i Treasurer.
Town Indebtedness.
Town Bonds, 4 per cent..




Cash on hand, March i, iS8g,






2,011 39 7.522 28
^15.677 72
AUDrrORS' REPORT.
EXF.TF.R. N. H.. March 5, 1SS9.
We, the undersigned, have this day examined the accounts of the
Treasurer for the past year and find them well vouched and cor-
rectly cast, with a balance of two thrnisand and ele\-en dollars and
thirty-nine cents in the treasury.
WILLIAM H. FELLOWES, ] , ,..
S. ROSWELL PEAVEV. ^ ^^^'^' ^"
''•-
Committee's Report upon Appropria-
tions.
For the payment of the State tax,
'• " '' County tax,
Schools by Law,
Schools in addition,
Payment of Town bonds.
Interest on Town debt,
Hydrant subsidy and drinking trough.
Fire Department,
Flighways, bridges and sidewalks,
Support of Poor,
Town Library,



















We recommend tliat the price of labor on the highways be $1.50





W. H. C. FOLLANSBY.
*Amount nut known.
Chas. A. Merrill Fund.
INCOME TO BE DEVOTED TO THE SOLE PURPOSE OF PURCHASING BOOKS
FOR THE TOWN LIBRARY.
Capital, invested in New Hampshire Trust Company,
upon deposit, $5,000 00
INCOME RECEIVED.
July 7. On deposit in bank prior to July 9, 1888,
Coupon on bond No. 443 ($1000),
18S9. " " 444 "
Jan. 7, " on 5 bonds, " each,
5255 00
EXPENDED.
By paid Town Library Committee as per receipts, ^255 00
The deposit of $3,000. in the National Granite State Bank as per
last annual report has been withdrawn and invested in bonds of the
New Hampshire Trust Co.
GEO. W. WESTON, ) Sr/er/;/u'//
GEO. A. CARLISLE. [ of
LEONARD F. SMLrH, ) Exeter.
S45
Chief Engineer's Report,
In compliance with tlie law, I respectfully submit my second an-
nual report as Chief Engineer of the Fire Department, giving ac-
count of fires and alarms for the past year and condition of appa-
ratus under my charge. We have been highly favored in regard to
fires the past year, the Department having been called out but once
in sixteen months, and then for a small blaze on Franklin street.
The fire was extinguished without assistance from the Department.
Damage nominal. A small fire at Mrs. Oakes' on Centre street
was put out without an alarm.
On July 7, at 6 p. M., I received a call for assistance from
Haverhill, Mass., and at 7.10 we were in Haverhill. The fire was
under control when we arrived and our services were not required.
One hose carriage has been purchased and a third company of
twenty men has been formed from No. i. The new company is
located at present with No. i at the railroad. I think it should be
located in the westerly part of the town, if arrangements can be
made for its accommodation.
The apparatus under my charge is in good condition and we also
have a fair supply of hose.
My acknowledgments are hereby made to the Board of Kngi-
neers and officers and members of the Department for their advice
and interest manifested in the success of the Department.
CH.ARLES E. WARREN, Chief Ensrineer.
Robinson Seminary.
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.
To THE HONORAr.LF. BoARD OF TrI'STF.F.S OF THE RoDIXSOX SeMI-
XARV :
Since I addressed you last March the Seminary has completed
one school year and nearly two terms of another. During that time
changes have occurred in plans of instruction and corps of teachers ;
improvements have been made and others have suggested them-
selves for adoption in the future.
Teachers.—In the Christmas vacation Miss (irouard resigned,
and Miss I.ora W. Lane, a graduate of the Seminary and a member
of the Junior class in Wellesley College, was elected her successor.
In January, Miss Edith E. Wiggin, of Arlington, Mass.. entered
upon her duties as teacher of the new department of Normal In-
struction. In the autumn term Miss Helen L. Dutch, of the last
graduating class, succeeded Miss Ordway as assistant in the labora-
tory. With these exceptions the instructors have been the same as
during the previous year.
Commencement Exercises.—On Wednesday afternoon, June 13,
a class of eleven young ladies was graduated with the usual
commencement exercises in the Town Hall. The following is the
])rogramme :
OvERTUKK,— '-The Corsairs," Eiseniiiaun
INVOCATION.
Chorts.—Xiglit"s Shade no Longer. Rosshit
EssAV.— .^L^ster.s of the Situation, Laura Teresa Maxix
EssAv.—Old Maids. .\L\i{v Helen Fe.arns
'I'rio.— Cradle Song, Cottschalk
Essay.—Periodical Literature, Ida Locisa Hayes
Essay.—Weighed in tlie Lalances. Cicrtridk P:llen S.mith
Duet.—Wanderer'.s Night Song. Riibeiisteiii
Essay.—The Coming Woman, Haxx.vii Sophia Tuck
27
Essay.—Pessimistic Pliilosophy. Helex Loiiise Dutch
Music .—" Falka , •
'
Otassaigjic
Essay.—Our Country's Intellect, Annie Isadore Haxley
Essay.—A Tale of Two Cities. Elizabeth Stevens
Es.say.—The Power of Satire. Mary Agnes Ouinn
Trio.—Lift Thine Eyes (from Elijah). MendelssoJm
Essay.—Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Alice Fellowes Mace
Essay.—The Beauty of Eloquence, with Prophecies,
Ellen Elizabeth Connor
Chorus.—Estudiantina, Lacoiiie





Department of French and German.—A contemplated change
has been made in the study of French. By the former arrange-
ment the study was begun in the fourth year of the course and con-
tinued for three years. Thus a considerable amount of time was
given to French in the fourth year which was needed for the more
rudimentary and preparatory studies. It was believed that with the
added year of maturity and disciphne, pupils would accomplish as
much in two years as had been attained in three. Accordingly the
study of French has been put forward from the fourth to the
fifth year in the curriculum. As a considerable number of older
pupils entered the Seminary last autumn who desired to study
French, a beginning class was organized which pupils from every
class in the academic department joined. After this year the time
now devoted to this mixed class—four hours per week—will be
given to a general course in French and German literature with the
Senior and Junior classes.
Drawing and Art.—The changes in the instruction in this de-
partment have been slight. More time is devoted to the study of
Art with the Seniors than in former years. A valuable collection of
architectural views made on glass for use with the porte-lumiere has
been purchased, and a number of plaster casts added to the draw-
ing models.
Visitors.— I revert to this subject upon which 1 have written so
28
much in the past, to express my pleasure at the greatly increased
number of visitors which the Seminary now receives compared with
former years. Since the opening of the present school year in
September, nearly four times as many persons have visited our vari-
ous class and other exercises as in the same length of time in any
previous year since my connection with the school. Most of these
are teachers and persons interested in education, who come from
out of town to see our methods of instruction. But it is gratifying
to record that the parents and immediate patrons devote more time
to our school than in former years. In this connection I desire to
thank the differ:ent members of the Board for the encouragement
they have given me by devoting so much of their valuable time
to our daily work.
LiBR.ARV.—In conformity to a plan submitted and approved by
you several years ago, for the gradual enlargement of our reference
library, the following works have been purchased during the past
year : Poems, by Celia Thaxter ; Works of R. W. E^merson, 4
volumes ; Washington and his Country, John Fiske ; Shakspere's
Works, edited by Richard (irant White, 3 volumes; Studies in
Shakspere, Richard Grant White ; The Spy, J. Fenimore Cooper ;
Fifteen Decisive Battles of the World, Creasey : Boy Travellers in
Egypt, Col. Knox ; Lectures on the Science and Art of Education,
Joseph Payne ; Methods of Instruction, James P.Wickersham ; Early
Education, James Currie : Primary Object Lessons, N. A. Calkins.
Miss Annie E. Killam, a former principal, presented the library
with 8 numbers of the magazine "Education." In addition the
Seminary is a subscriber for the '"New England Journal of Educa-
tion" and "Common School Education," the numbers of which are
kejit on file on the reading table in the Normal department.
Apparafus and Improvements in the Building.—A smaller sum
has been expended for apparatus than usual, because the generous ex-
penditures of several years have placed the equipments of the school
upon a much improved basis. A large reading table was needed in
the Normal room. As the table formerly used upon the chapel plat-
form met that need, the table was placed in the new room and a
tasteful pulpit substituted for it in the chapel. The convenience of
the chapel has been enhanced by enlarging the i)latform. Chairs, a
small table and other furniture have been purchased for the new
29
school room, and blocks, charts and reference books provided for
the use of the Normal school. A White's manikin has been added
to the equipments for teaching Physiology. A large collection of
small photographs has been obtained and neatly mounted, to illus-
trate Ancient History. The chapel and school room opposite are
now in great need of shades or inside blinds, 'ilie windows in both
rooms are entirely lacking any means of controlling the admission
of light, and the consequent glare at some seasons and times of the
day is painful to the eyes.
Normal and Training Department.—The need of such a course
of study and discipline as the new department offers in our curricu-
lum, as well as its scope and purpose, are so well known to you that
I will not consider them at length in this report.
In accordance with plans approved by you last autumn, at the
beginning of the winter term, January 2, a normal class was organ-
ized under the instruction of Miss Wiggin. Eleven young ladies,
all graduates from our regular course, enrolled themselves as mem-
bers : Nellie E. Adams, Eva L. Brown, Elmma L. Chase, Mary H.
Fearns, Bessie P. Cirouard, Alice V. Mace. Carrie E. Mace, Martha
C. Moulton, Gertrude E. Smith. Elizabeth Stevens,. Florence E.
Wood.
Stated in general terms, the work for the first term includes
recitations in the psychology of education, history and methods of
teaching, and practice of methods of instruction in primary grade,:;.
The young ladies constitute themselves a class for primary instruc-
tion and are taught by one of their number. On three days of the
week, classes of small children are received from the public schools,
and are taught by one of the young ladies, in the presence of the
other members of the class. The exercises are subsequently discuss-
ed and criticised by both the class and Miss Wiggin. The subjects
thus taught are reading, number, writing, drawing, color, etc. In
the second term the psychology and history of education will be
continued and methods in higher primary and grammar schools
considered. In the third term methods in grammar schools will be
continued and the studies taught in grammar schools carefully re-
viewed. Instruction in school laws, h\'giene and other practical
matters will be given.
It is intended that the first class shall be graduated at the end of
30
the fall term next December. All who satisfocturily complete the
prescribed course will receive a diploma. Every effort will be made
by the Seminary to assist the graduates in securing desirable situa-
tions, and school officers in employing worthy teachers.
The new department has begun its career under very favorable
auspices. It is fortunate to have enrolled in its first class so many
scholarly, enthusiastic and earnest young women. And the class is
foriunate to receive instruction from so skilful and accomplished a
teacher as Miss ^Viggin.
The department was founded primarily for the benefit of all
pupils who should avail themselves of its opportunities. But it is
certain also to redound to the advancement of the institution. Al-
ready the existence and presence of this post-graduate class is felt
as an inspiration in every lower department of the school. The
plan is a novel one and its adoption has attracted quite wide and
favorable attention throughout the state toward our school.
The edition of its catalogue published only three months ago—
a
number amply sufficient formerly for a whole year, is already nearly
exhausted, such a demand is there for information in regard to the
Seminary. Such inquiry cannot fail ultimately to be an advantage
to the institution.
The work in all the other departments, which I have not had
occasion to mention specifically in this report, is being carried for-





To THE Trus'ieks ok iHi'; RoiiiNsoN Fi:.MALE Seminary and
Selectmen ()K Exeter :
The undersigned. Treasurer of the Robinson Female Seminary,
submits the following report for the year ending February 28, 1S89.
RECEIPTS.
Received dividends on stock.
Interest on bonds, etc..
For bonds paid,
" exemption from taxes on New
York bank stock for year
1888,
" tuition,
" grass sold from grounds.




















Within the year 5 bonds, $1000 each, of Parke Coun-
ty, Indiana, have been paid.
Also Lombard Investment Co. has paid up a loan
of $2200
And the same amount has been reinvested with the
same company.
Five Bonds, ^1000, each of city of 'I'rinidad. Colorado,
have been purchased.
No other change has been made in the securities, all of which
have paid regular dividends.
Respectfully submitted,
lOHN K. CARDNER. Treasurer.
. Exeter, March 8, 1S89.
We have examined the foregoing account from March i, 1888,
to March i, 1889, and find the same correctly cast and properly
vouched ; and we find a balance in the hands of the Treasurer,
March i, 1889, of twenty-one hundred and sixty-nine dollars and
seven cents.
GE(J. W. FURNALI), ) Coinmittec
CHAS. G. CONNER, |" of Trustees.
Library Committee's Report.
The Committee on the Town Library submit the following state-
ment of receipts and expenditures during the ixast year :
RECEIPTS.
Cash from last year.
Appropriation.








New books and rebinding.




ized ; since, until its beginning, a part of the bequest was kept at a
low rate of interest until an investment both profitable and safe could
be found for it. Both these ends having been met, the Committee
has been enabled to comply with the wishes of the donor by pur-
chasing at least two hundred volumes of standard merit. In the
meanwhile, all the available funds of the town's appro]); iation have
been expended on '"'popular" books.
Using the word popular in its accepted application to the lighter
varieties of reading matter, it is only fair to say that the Merrill
purchases, if generally more solid, will seldom be found dull by the
mass of intelligent readers, and care has been taken to avoid selec-
tions from which only a very limited class could derive benefit.
Still, the wants of the numerous teachers, and older scholars in the
Academy, Female Seminary and High School, and those of the
members of the Chautauqua and other literary clubs, have received
reasonable consideration. The Committee has aimed to have each
department of history, art, science, theoretical and applied, etc.,
represented by at least one or two works of merit. Studiously dis-
posed persons, of whom the number is constantly increasing, have
avowed surprise at the wealth of authorities which the Library is
beginning to afford.
The statistics of circulation, etc., have not been kept as minutely
as is the custom in some libraries, where the presence of several
assistants gives leisure for the compilation of elaborate records.
The Committee is able to say in round numbers, however, that since
July I, 1888, about 6,600 volumes have been put into circulation,
and that 530 names of readers are at present on the register.
We have thus far delayed mentioning the truly princely gift of
the heirs of the late Thoma.s Conner in the form of wholly complete
files of the News- Letter from its first publication in 1831 up to
March, 1888. As records of our town history for over half a cen-
tury, they are simply invaluable. In compliance with a vote of the
town, they have been properly bound, and the volume for 1888.
which includes a very full accgunt of Exeter's quarter-millennial,
will soon be added to the collection.
In addition to the Neios-Letters, the Conner becjuest includes
several odd volumes of the papers issued in this town pre\-ious to
the establishment of the News- Letter. The files of these are not
0/
perfect, l^ut they have been supplemented by other files, the gift
—
with many valuable and rare ])amphlets and papers—of the Hon.
Charles H. Bell. When these have been thoroughly sorted and
combined, few towns will be better provided than Exeter with
materials for local history between 1810 and 1888. There is no
doubt that in many a garret accumulations of similar ephemeral lit-
erature are now gathering dust. Were they duly collected with
other publications of their period, and placed on the Library shelves,
they might prove interesting and valuable to many students.
Some new shelf room was added to the Library about a year ago,
but it will soon prove insufficient for the rapidly accumulating vol-
umes. It is possible that a place for additional shelving may be
found in the present apartment, yet is is hard to see where it could
conveniently be placed. The adjoining room, which has been
occupied by the Natural History Society, might be utilized as a place
of deposit for the books least frequently called for. But when the
best is done, there would remain that danger of fire, which is the
possible fate of the Old Court House, as it was of its predecessor.
Every month more and more persons visit the Library to consult
it without taking away books. For these there is, and seemingly
can be, no accommodation in the present quarters. The erection
of a substantial fireproof building is urgently demanded, but this
must be the gift of individuals, not of the town.
The Committee would ask for the usual appropriation of $500.
JOHN T. PERRY, ") Commi/frr
ALBION BURBANK, ^ 011
JOHN T. BELL, S Librarx.
School Report.
To THE 1 OWN OF EXETF.R :
Expenditures from March, iSSS, to January i, 1889.
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